
 

 

   

 Objectives: 

To build upon district-wide 
curriculum development 
work 

 

To create common 
benchmark assessments  

 

To develop common 
formative assessments 
aligned to curriculum 

 

To identify the purpose 
and benefits of common 
assessments 

 

 

 

 

 

“The rhythms of an assessment system reflect the cycles of 
learning, relearning, and extending learning that occurs in the 
daily lives of students and teachers.  The power of an assessment 
system is that it weaves the interdependent elements of teaching 
and learning into a complex whole…A system for assessing 
learning takes a school community on a journey of self-renewing 
improvement.”—Lynn Stuart, Assessment in Practice. 
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Assessment 
For the 2015-2016 school year we will be building upon the 
curriculum development work we have embarked on in the last 
two years.   
 
We will continue to revise and assess our Stage 1 of desired 
results, but will be moving into Stage 2 in curriculum mapping and 
looking at aligning assessments to our curriculum. 
 
This year through our collaborative work across the district we 
will continue to: 

• Build our assessment literacy together  
• Develop and refine common assessments 
• Align assessments to our Stage 1 Desired Results for 

learning 
• Revise standards-based assessments and reporting 
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 Elementary 
 (At Clough Elementary School) 

 
Essential Question:  How do we define and communicate our students’ progress toward 
meeting end of year standards? 
 
Goals: 

• To share a common vision of our new report cards 
• To identify common benchmarks for each standard 
• To create common benchmark assessments for the first two 

trimesters 
 
7:30-8:00 Coffee and breakfast snacks available in the library 
 
8:00-9:00  Whole Group-Library 

• Report Card Process Overview 
 
9:00-11:30  Grade Levels 

• Split into Math/ELA Groups 
• Review of Report Card Standards  
• Creation of benchmarks for Trimester 1 and 2  

Locations: 
ELA groups:   In the library 
Math groups:  K (205); 1 (203); 2 (202); 3 (214); 4 (204) 

 
11:30-12:00  Lunch (on your own) 
 
12:00-2:00  Grade Levels (Benchmark Assessment Design) 
Locations: 

ELA groups:   In the library 
Math groups:  K (205); 1 (203); 2 (202); 3 (214); 4 (204) 

 
 
2:00-2:30  Whole Group-Library 

• Where do we go from here? 
• Next steps 

 
 
Prior to the meeting: 

• ELA and Math group assignments will be sent out by the principals in advance of the meeting 
• Bring your own examples of common benchmarks for ELA/Math 
• Copies of the updated report cards will be available at the meeting 
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Middle School 
Essential Questions:   

• How does the alignment of curriculum, instruction, and common assessments support student 
learning?   

 
Goals: 

• To build upon district-wide, curriculum development efforts 
• To identify the purpose and benefits of common formative assessments 
• To review and revise current common formative assessments 
• To practice using protocols to guide professional conversations around assessments 

 
7:30-8:00 Coffee and snacks available in the Teacher’s Room 
 
8:00-9:00 Whole Group-Teacher’s Room  

• Expectations for Curriculum Time 
• Curriculum expectations - Curriculum written or in process of being written 
• 2015-16 Focus on Assessments 
• Value of Common Assessments - How to do it 
• What will Miscoe Hill do with these Common Assessments? - (Blind grading, discuss the results 

in teams, re-assess curriculum practice, then give administration results/discuss with explanation 
of results and plan) 

 
9:00-11:30  Vertical Meetings with Curriculum Assistants- Math-431, English-432, Science-438, 
Social Studies-231, Art-317, Technology-Library (9:00-11:30) 

• Review assessment validation checklist, assessment validation protocol, and calibration protocol. 
• Review what assessments encompass to have shared learning expectations and encourage higher-

order thinking.  
• Review established curriculum –  

o How is it aligned? Are the steps equal in intensity? 
• Establish focus areas in relationship to assessment within the 

school- 
o What are common areas of assessment in the middle 

school? 
• Discussion on “Are we teaching the standards and are there 

gaps?” 
 
11:30-12:00  Lunch  
 
12:00-2:00 Grade Level Curriculum Meetings - Classrooms  

• Placement/diagnostic assessments 
• Formative assessments 
• Summative assessments 
• Performance assessments 
• Goal for 2015-16 - At least 4 common assessments per subject 

area and grade level 
• Share assessment(s) with Paul or Ann as we walk around 

building 
                                  

2:00-2:30  Whole Group - Teacher’s Room  
• Where do we go from here? 
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Essential Questions:  How does the alignment of curriculum, instruction, and common assessments support 
student learning?  What does innovative technology use look like? 
 
Goals: 

• To build upon district-wide, curriculum development efforts 
• To develop current common formative assessments aligned to curriculum 
• To collaborate on innovative practices that involve technology integration 

 
8:00-8:15 
Overview of the Day (PDC) 
 
8:15-11:00 
• Curriculum review and revision 
• Common assessment planning session  
• Interdisciplinary planning 
• Collaborative SMART goal work 
 
11:00-11:30   Lunch 
 
11:30-12:30 
• An Educator’s Guide to Twitter: Differentiated trainings for 

beginning and developing Twitter users (Anthony Amitrano - PDC)  
• Using blogs in the classroom (facilitated by Jennifer Lee – gathering room) 
• Using Google Classroom (facilitated by Chrissy Manzella- 337) 
• Technology Best Practices (facilitated by Emma Hensler - 213)  
 
12:30-2:10 
• Communicate. Collaborate. Innovate: Putting your technology learning into action.  
 
Optional Sessions 
12:30-1:00 
Getting ready for NEASC: What to expect during the visit (Gathering Room – John and Mary Anne)  
1:15-2:10 
Collaborative Design of the STEM and Humanities Program (Beth Hennessy – PDC)  
 
 
2:10-2:30 
Sharing your learning (PDC) 

High School 
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Specialists 
 

ABA Techs 
AM-collaborative work with STAR teachers 
PM-case management duties 
 

Art (K-12) 
Description:  Assessment Development:  Share-Compare-
Develop Assessments and align to report cards. 
AM:  K-8 Art in #317 Miscoe.  9-12 Art collaboration on 
design and marketing curriculum at Nipmuc 
PM:  K-12 common assessments at Miscoe 

 
Counselors (K-12) 

Description:  DBT Training (Part 4) for Metrowest 
Health Grant with the Bridge Institute. 
Location:  Gathering Room, Nipmuc High School 
Time:  8:00-2:30 
 

ELL 
Description:  ACCESS 2.0 changes and Imagine 
Learning.  
Location:  Clough 
 

Librarians/Media Specialists (ES) 
Description:  Multi-modal multi-genre text sets:  Multi-
modal, multi-genre text sets not only prepare students 
for PARCC testing, but they are also effective for 
contextualizing, texturizing, and scaffolding the 
learning.  This session will assist school librarians in 
understanding the pedagogy as well as the “how to” in 
relation to the curation of text sets. 
Location:  Uxbridge High School 
Time:  8:00-2:30 
 

Music 
Description:  Creating an Arts Spirit 
Location:  Foxborough High School 
8:00-8:20 Check-In 
8:30-9:00 Welcome and overview.  The Power of Self, 
Empathy and Imagination-Dr. Harris 
9:00-9:20 Guest Artist Performance 
9:30-11:00 Developing student leaders 
11:00-12:00 Luncheon and roundtable discussion 
12:00-2:30 Facilitating Aesthetic Experiences for you 
and your students; Podium pedagogy; Conducting 
seminar 
 

Nurses (K-12) 
AM Mtg Nipmuc Health Office 
Session 1:  Caring for 
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender Students  
Time:  10:00-12:00 
Session 2:  Playground Injuries 
Time:  1:00-3:00 
Location:  Douglas High School 

 
OT/PT/Speech/Language (K-12) 

Description:  Readiness to Learn:  Discovering and 
sharing ways that related staff can support students and 
teachers to maximize the child’s readiness and efficiency 
for participating and learning in the school environment. 
Location:  Bellingham HS, 60 Blackstone St. Bellingham 
Time:  8:30-3:00 
 

 
PE/Health/Wellness 

Description:  Maybe it’s OK to eat and run? 
Physical activity AND nutrition?  Yes!  We all know 
how important it is to address both sides of the energy 
balance issue-calories in and calories out.  This active 
session shows busy teachers how to accomplish both at 
the same time.  If you teach physical education or 
physical activity, nutrition, or health education, you 
wont’ need a reservation to enjoy this tasty topic!  This 
workshop was created to be teambuilding, inspirational, 
and FUN. 
Location:  Millbury High School 
Time:  8:30-3:00 
 

PreK 
Update report cards to the PreK standards.  iPad 
integration.  Location:  Clough PreK room 
 
 

Reading Specialists/Academic Tutors 
Description:  Collaborative planning:  assessment review, 
progress monitoring.   
Location:  Clough 
 

Team Chairs 
Participation in building-based work. 

 
 

World Language 
Description:  90% Plus:  Fostering a rich classroom 
environment for language learning.  The workshop 
examines key characteristics most conducive to 
successful language learning in the classroom.  
Specifically, it explores critical components of a rich 
learning environment:  consistent target language use by 
teachers and learners at least 90% of the time and 
performance-based instructional model 
Location:  Foxborough High School 
8:00-8:30 check-in 
8:30-11:00 Morning Session 
11:00-12:00 Lunch 
12:00-2:30  Afternoon Session 



 

 

  
OCTOBER 9, 2015 

October 9, 2015 
Professional Development 

Aligned to the Following Initiatives 
 
Strategic Initiative: Align all K-12 ELA and mathematics curriculum to 
the Common Core State Standards, as well as all other curriculum areas 
using a common, clear template. 
 
Strategic Initiative:  Design and use common assessments at all levels. 
 
 
Strategic Initiative:  Expand the skillful use of technology integration 
and 1:1 learning to improve teaching and learning. 

Building a Strong Professional Learning Community 
In MURSD 

Centers on the Following 3 Questions 
 

1. What do we want each student to learn?   
Focus on Curriculum  (Stage 1) 

•  
• 2.  How will we know when each student has learned it? 

Focus on Assessment (Stage 2) 
•  
• 3.  How will we respond when a student experiences difficulty in 

learning? 
    Focus on Instruction  (Stage 3) 

 


